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You may have heard the old adage, òGo 
west young man and grow up with the 
country.ó  Penned by popular American 
author, Horace Greeley, this famous 
advice was taken to heart and demon-
strated by young, ambitious pioneers 
who helped settle Spokane and Eastern 
Washington.  One of these was a young 
Canadian physi-
cian, Dr. Alexander 
MacLeod, who was 
so impressed with 
Greeleyõs directive 
that he said, òI 
packed my trunk, 
my sheepskin in-
cluded, crossed the 
Great Divide, and 
landed in Spangle, 
Washington in 
1880.ó

After practicing 
13 years as a travel-
ing physician in the 
Palouse country, 
Dr. MacLeod and 
his wife, Addie Brink MacLeod, relocated 
to Spokane in 1893.  Dr. MacLeod set 
up his medical practice in the Sherwood 
Building in downtown Spokane and be-
came an honored member of the Spokane, 
Washington State, and American Medical 
Associations.  Well-respected as a pioneer 
physician of Spokane and Eastern Wash-
ington, Dr. MacLeod practiced medicine 
for 47 years until his death at 82 in 1930.

In 1897, Dr. MacLeod paid $400 for 
a residential lot at the intersection of 
Augusta & Monroe on Spokaneõs north 
side.  After a þ ve-year wait, he secured a 
construction mortgage in 1902 for $2,000 
and commissioned the erection of a large 

home.  The house was þ nely dressed in 
the Free Classic Queen Anne style and 
proved to be a community eye-catcher 
with a prominent corner site, steeply 
pitched cross-gable roof, rich red-brick 
masonry walls, crisp white trim, leaded-
glass windows, and a covered front porch 
which wrapped around the northeast 

corner of the house.  With a birdõs-eye 
view of the neighborhood, a second-story 
turret was built above the porch, distin-
guishing the property as one of only a few 
homes in the area designed with a turret.

After he retired in 1920, Dr. MacLeod 
sold the house on Augusta for $8,000 to 
St. Paulõs Methodist Church which was 
located across the street to the east on 
Monroe and which kept the home as a 
parsonage.  In 1945, the church sold the 
MacLeod House to a couple who remod-
eled the property for use as a þ ve-suite, 
multi-family apartment house called the 
Wainwright Apartments.  After 59 years 
of apartment use, the historic MacLeod 

House was rescued in 2004 by Spokane 
artist/sculptress, Dinah Le Carlson, and 
her daughter, Suzette Carlson Nordstrom, 
an award-winning interior designer.  The 
mother-daughter team renovated and 
remodeled the house which now houses 
Lillian Conn Antiques & Interiors and 
the Carlson Gallery.  The antique shop is 
named for Lillian Conn, the womenõs late 
mother/grandmother and offers interior 
design and home accoutrements, includ-
ing òEnglish, French & Asian antique 
furnishings and accessories, custom bed 
coverings and furniture, crystal, sterling, 
silver plate, art, bronzes, and many other 
eclectic items.ó  A designated historic 
landmark in Spokane, the MacLeod 
House was placed on the Spokane 
Register of Historic Places in 2005.  The 
mother-daughter artist/design team also 
bought the historic house next door to the 
west and is currently restoring it.

March Quarterly 
Meeting & Elections

Tuesday, March 11th , 2008
5:30 PM

Dr. Alex and Addie MacLeod House
1001 W. Augusta Ave

Join fellow SPA members for a tour of the 
impressive Dr. Alex and Addie MacLeod 
House, now home to Lillian Conn Antiques.  
At 6:30, step next door to 1007 W Augusta 
to enjoy a short meeting, social time and 
light refreshments. You, your guests and 
prospective new members are invited 
to join in and also to participate in our 
potluck of þ nger-food appetizers, desserts 
and/or wines.  Nonalcoholic beverages 
will be provided.

The MacLeod House is located on the 
corner of N Monroe and W Augusta.
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Gary Lauerman co-chair 456-3237
Lori Nicol co-chair 624-5136

Robin McDonald 532-1630
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Ad Hoc Committee
Susan Traver 624-6555

Your Feedback Welcome

The SPA Update newsletter makes every 
effort to insure the basic accuracy of the 
information contained herein. Please 
contact us promptly with any 
corrections or comments.

We encourage your contributions.  
Contact Communications Chair Sheila 
Mulligan at smulli@earthlink.net with 
story ideas or concerns.

The slate of new ofþ cers and Board 
members for 2008 is outstanding!  We 
will be voting on these nominations at the 
March Membership meeting.  I hope you 
will be able to join us.  

Betsy Godlewski and Dave Shockley, 
our Development Committee Co-Chair 
nominees,   both have impressive track 
records with experience on the Land-
marks Commission, and the Northwest 
Museum of Arts & Culturesõ Historic 
Preservation Committee.   As former 
development director for the Fox Theater, 
Betsy played a signiþ cant role in the 
theaterõs restoration.  She also helped 
with KSPSõ Fox documentary.  Dave was 
one of SPAõs four founding members.  
Daveõs commitment and service to SPA 
have been incredible.  He has served as 
SPAõs secretary, treasurer, vice president, 
president, past-president and on numerous 
committees.   

Longtime SPA supporter, Larry Stone, 
is nominated as Chair of the Heritage 
Committee.  Raised in Spokane, Larry 
owns two local manufacturing businesses 
and develops industrial buildings nation-
ally.  Larry has served on the Washington 
State Boundary Review Board and is also 
on the Overseers Board for Whitworth 
College.  Larry brings a wealth of busi-
ness acumen and Board Experience that 
will prove invaluable.  Sheila Mulligan, 
our Communications Committee Chair 
nominee, moved to Spokane from Sno-
homish where she served on the Board of 
the Snohomish Historical Society.  She 

also has worked with Historic Seattle.  
Sheila is a realtor with Windermere 
Manito.  Sheila has much to offer and is 
well qualiþ ed to serve on our Board.

Robin McDonald, who was appointed 
by the Board to Chair the Heritage Com-
mittee in September, will be leaving the 
position at the end of March.   Robin did 
a great job during her short term as chair, 
for which I and the Board are thankful.  
Former Heritage Chair, Susan Winchell, 
also deserves special recognition.   
Susanõs contributions to the Heritage 
Committee have been invaluable during 
the transition between the committeeõs 
Chairs.

As my one-year term as president comes 
to a close on March 31st, I wish to thank 
you, our members, for giving me the op-
portunity of serving you.  Our president-
elect, Gary Lauerman, is a capable leader 
who will do an outstanding job as our 
next president!  And special thanks to my 
fellow Board members for their support.  
I could not have done it without you!  

 
Spokane Preservation Advocatesõ 

accomplishments continue to grow.  More 
and more, we are being recognized as 
being a signiþ cant òplayeró in and around 
Spokane ð or at least one that canõt be 
ignored.  We are making a difference!

Vern Arneson - SPA President

Vern Arneson
Gary Lauerman

Sheila Mulligan
Larry Stone

Betsy Godlewski & Dave Shockley

Dear SPA Members,

Elections will be held at the March General Membership Meeting.



The Olmsted Centennial Celebration 
2008 (OCC õ08) committee, an SPA 
afþ liate, hosted the National Association 
for Olmsted Parks (NAOP) boardõs semi-
annual meeting held last fall in Spokane.  
The NAOP, located in Boston, is the 
principal organization dedicated to the 
preservation, restoration, and mainte-
nance of historic Olmsted parks and 
landscapes throughout North America.  
With the help of Spokane Preservation 
Advocates, the Washington Society of 
Landscape Architects (WASLA) and the 
Museum of Arts and Culture (MAC), 
their visit was a rousing success.

Guests to our city came from At-
lanta, Baltimore, Birmingham, Boston, 
Chicago, Denver, Seattle, and Wash-
ington, D.C.  For most board members 
and staff, this was their þ rst visit to 
Spokane.  In between business meetings 
at the Davenport Hotel, the OCC õ08 
committee introduced our guests to the 
Spokane area and our Olmsted heritage 
through tours and events.  

On Thursday, September 27th, a side 
tour for early arrivers included Finch 
Arboretum, Indian Canyon and Palisades 

Park.  Highlights of Fridayõs tour were 
Cliff Park, Liberty Park Overlook and 
Riverside State Park.  The tour followed 
the Centennial Trail along Upriver 
Drive to a reception at Arbor Crestõs 
Cliff House.  A Saturday luncheon at 
the Campbell House hosted by Friends 

of Seattleõs Olmsted Parks was fol-
lowed by a reception at the MAC with 
a preview of the museumõs new exhibit 
òOlmsted Brothers: Designing Spokane 
Landscapes.ó  The exhibit, open through 
August 2008, is a must-see.

The NAOPõs visit represents an effort 
by the OCC õ08 committee to bring 

attention to the centennial of our cityõs 
Olmsted-designed park system and the 
Olmsted inÿ uence on Spokaneõs urban 
form.  Our NAOP guests praised our 
parks and historic resources as well as 
our revitalized downtown core.  We 
are well on our way to fulþ lling one of 

our committeeõs goals: an increased 
awareness both locally and nationally 
of our Olmsted legacy.  We hope that 
this connection to the NAOP will give 
Spokane access to resources and fund-
ing needed to help protect and preserve 
our historic parks.

Be a part of the celebration!  The 
Olmsted Centennial Celebration 2008 
committee is a volunteer group of 
citizens whose membership is open 
to all.  The OCC õ08 committee is 
encouraging neighborhoods and 

groups to plan celebrations in our parks 
and is seeking volunteers and donations 
for upcoming events.  The committee 
resumed work with a meeting in Febru-
ary following a winter break. For more 
information please contact OCCõ08 
committee chairperson Anne Smith at 
anneterrysmith@comcast.net.

This spring, preservationists from across 
the state will take advantage of a special 
opportunity to get together and swap 
successes, concerns, advocacy issues and, 
most importantly, get acquainted with 
one another.  The Washington Trust for 
Historic Preservation, in partnership with 
the Planning Association of Washington 
(PAW), will co-host the òPower of Place,ó 
a conference focusing on the connection 
between planning and historic preserva-
tion to sustain those communities that 
make Washington a truly unique place to 
live, work, and visit.  The conference will 
be held from April 30th to May 1st 
at Campbellõs Resort in Chelan.

On the morning of May 1st, a special 
session will be held for those in the 
preservation community (and those 

interested in historic preservation) to 
become familiar with the work to 
preserve and protect our historic places 
that occurs each day in cities and towns 
statewide.  Representatives from preser-
vation and heritage organizations, includ-
ing Spokane Preservation Advocates, 
will be on hand to share experiences, 
discuss trends, and to connect with others 
engaged in the important task of safe-
guarding Washingtonõs cultural resources.  
Of key importance is establishing an 

effective communications strategy 
enabling preservationists, planners, and 
others to exchange ideas.  This session 
is designed to serve as the catalyst for 
ongoing discussions about the most ef-
þ cient way to implement such a strategy.
So be sure to mark your calendars and 
come to the conference with sugges-
tions, recommendations and, of course, 
enthusiasm!  Educational sessions will 
begin the morning of Wednesday, April 
30th, and participants are encouraged to 
arrive on the 29th.  A block of rooms at 
a discounted rate has been reserved at 
Campbellõs Resort, which will serve as 
headquarters for the conference.  Only a 
limited number of rooms are available, so 
donõt hesitate to make your reservations 
and begin planning to attend the preserva-
tion conference!  For more information 
about the conference, please call the 
Washington Trust at 206-624-9449.  We 
look forward to seeing you in Chelan!




