
S P A  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E
By Matt Cohen

Growing up in 
New York City 

in the early 1970s, 
a frequent public 
service commer-
cial made a deep 
impression on me. 

First voice: “They should plant 
more trees in the city.” Second 
voice: “You are they.” First voice: 
“I am they?” Second voice: “You 
are they.” And then the two 
voices discussed ways in which 
neighborhoods could get orga-
nized to bring about the kinds 
of changes they wanted to see.

It was indeed a time of neigh-
borhoods working to improve 
themselves, organizing boiler 
inspections in large buildings 
(to improve air quality and save 
heating costs), neighborhood 
watch programs, block parties, 
and yes, planting trees. I re-
member the block parties most 
of all. My friends and I did our 
part, putting up signs around 
the neighborhood—and what 
parties they were! You can 
imagine what happens when 
you ask the police to close off 
a New York street for an after-
noon; then provide some food, 
vendors and games, and in-
vite all the residents of the sur-
rounding fifteen-story buildings. 
Due to its size, New York affords 
a lot of leverage to those willing 
to become a “they.”

Due to its size, Spokane also af-
fords a lot of leverage to those 

willing to become a “they.” Spo-
kane is small enough that a de-
termined organization like SPA, 
800 members strong and count-
ing, can make its voice heard 
and bring about noticeable 
changes. On the other hand, 
Spokane is also large enough 
that noticeable changes can af-
fect a lot of people. Who can 
imagine Spokane today without 
the Davenport Hotel or the Fox 
Theater? Whenever places like 
these are threatened we hear: 
“They should do something 
about that!” And of course, we 
have, and we do.

SPA is the “they” representing 
the many people in Spokane 
who value the economic and 
cultural benefits of historic pres-
ervation. Every day SPA quietly 
carries out its mission to pre-
serve and enhance the historic 
character of Spokane and Spo-
kane County through advocacy, 
education and preservation. In 
addition to advocating for the 
city’s historic resources when 
needed, each year we distribute 
$10,000 in Heritage Grants for 
preservation projects, and com-
plete several “Doing It” projects 
to fix up historic places with our 
own hands. We also throw great 
parties (our quarterly meetings), 
which reinforce our own sense 
of community; and much more.

You are they. You are SPA, and 
SPA needs more of you. SPA 
is run by a small, all-volunteer 

board of directors that is al-
ways looking for new, energetic 
self-starters with ideas to share. 
Whether you grew up in a big 
city or a small town, we need 
your diverse experience and ex-
pertise to help lead SPA. Lever-
age yourself, and consider tak-
ing “they” to a new level. Come 
to one of our board meetings, 
held every third Tuesday eve-
ning of the month, and see if 
there is a board chair position 
that interests you. We will train 
you, and then you can train us.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President:
Matt Cohen mattcohen@

spokanepreservation.org

Secretary:
Susan Traver 624.6555

Treasurer:
Kris Roark 998.5991

Past President:
Linda Milsow  838.9186

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Advocacy:
Annie Doyon 859.533.9943

Communications:
Ro Lisk 747.6524

Development:
Dave Shockley 535.3201  

Doing-It:
Gary Lauerman 456.3237
Kelly Lordan 435.3638

Events:
Barb Clapp 838.2195

Heritage:
Betsy Godlewski 838.6832

Historic Landscapes:
Susan Traver   624.6555

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Jerry Baldwin 838.4801
Julie Biggerstaff 455.8205

Executive Coordinator:
Kathryn Burk-Hise 344.1065

NTHP Representative:
Paul Mann      455.8121

WTHP Representative:
Dave Shockley    535.3201

SPA Office 344.1065

Several members of Spokane’s 
preservation community at-
tended the annual National 
Preservation Conference in Buf-
falo, NY the week of October 
17th.  The Spokane delegation 
included SPA Executive Coor-
dinator, Kathryn Burk-Hise; SPA 
Board members Julie Bigger-
staff, Gary Lauerman and Dave 
Shockley; SPA Advisors, Paul 
Mann and Kristen Griffin; Spo-
kane Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau (CVB) Director Cheryl 
Kilday and Amy Cabe; and Spo-
kane City Manager, Ted Danek.

Throughout the week, Spokane 
attendees wearing “Ask Me 
About Spokane” buttons, col-
laborated to promote Spokane 

as the host of next year’s confer-
ence.  Efforts centered around a 
booth hosted by the CVB that 
featured banners, brochures, a 
slide show, video and other ma-
terials highlighting Spokane as a 
heritage destination. 

Especially exciting was the Clos-
ing Plenary “premiere” of two 
brand new videos promoting 
Spokane. One was prepared by 
the CVB to highlight Spokane as 
an exciting visitor destination. 
The other, coordinated by the 
City/County Historic Preserva-
tion Office, produced by Purple 
Crayon Pictures, and funded by 
SPA, was prepared especially to 
promote the conference. Blend-
ing still images, new video foot-
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An historic bank in downtown Buffalo, New York. SPA attended the National Preservation Conference there to help 

promote Spokane, host of next year’s conference. Photo by Gary Lauerman.
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age and interviews, the fast 
paced video highlights Spo-
kane’s historic assets and pres-
ervation accomplishments. Both 
films were very well received.

How does Buffalo compare to 
Spokane? As a city, the built in-
frastructure is much larger than 
Spokane, but after years of pop-
ulation loss, the population with-
in the city limits today is nearly 
the same. In spite of this preser-
vation challenge, the city offers 
a wealth of impressive build-
ings and signs of revitalization 
were evident throughout the 
city core. Highlights include the 
mammoth Statler Hotel Tower, a 
beautiful Art Deco City Hall (32 
stories tall!), and a stunning new 
Federal Courthouse next door.  
Attendees also enjoyed visit-
ing buildings designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright, Louis Sullivan and 
H.H. Richardson; Olmsted parks 
connected by boulevards; his-
toric schools and churches; and 
several historic neighborhoods.  

In addition to its buildings, the 
people of Buffalo were very 
much a part of this very success-
ful conference, showing support 
for the conference and genuine 
hospitality to its  attendees.

SPA

This is a newspaper article that 
was published in Buffalo, NY 
talking about the Conference 
held there the week of October 
17th, 2011.

Impact from Preservation Con-
ference Resonates Near and Far

10-24-2011
By Chris Caya & Mike Desmond  

The head of the organization 
charged with boosting tourism 
in the region says last week’s 
National Preservation Confer-
ence was “a game changer” for 
the community.  Visit Buffalo Ni-
agara President Dottie Gallagh-
er-Cohen says the multi-year ef-
fort put into the conference was 
not just about its $4.5 million im-
mediate economic impact.  “All 
these people who come here 
now go back into their commu-
nities and talk about Buffalo in a 
very different way.  That word of 
mouth and that social network-
ing for us is the kind of adver-
tising we can’t buy,” said Galla-
gher-Cohen.  Gallagher-Cohen 
says many of the 2,500 preser-

news from buffalo vationists were “blown away” by 
what they saw.  She predicts the 
conference will be paying divi-
dends for many years to come.

National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation Chief Marketing Offi-
cer Terry Richey says there are 
about 24 million cultural and 
heritage travelers who plan their 
lives around going to historic lo-
cations.  “Buffalo is in a unique 
position to bring more of those 
cultural and heritage travelers.  
That’s good for historic preser-
vation . . . and it’s just great for 
the community,” said Richey.  
Richey says all of the confer-
ence attendees who came to 
Buffalo last week may have also 
heightened the awareness of lo-
cal residents to the city’s archi-
tectural treasures.

Many area preservationists are 
still trying to catch up on their 
sleep, now that the National 
Preservation Conference has 
concluded and several thou-
sand visitors have headed out 
of town, leaving behind many 
dollars and taking away a sense 
of the history and landmarks of 
this area.  Visitors from Spokane 
were impressed with the volun-

An historic streetscape in Buffalo, New York’s Allentown neighborhood.  Photo by Dave Shockley.



teers who made this event work 
and they are taking that point 
back to their Eastern Washing-
ton city where the conference 
will be held next year.

Hotels and restauranteurs no-
ticed the filled hotel rooms and 
packed restaurants.  The visi-
tors saw a mix of almost com-
pleted landmarks like the Dar-
win Martin House and those 
still under construction like the 
Statler Hotel where they packed 
the opening party and the clos-
ing plenary session. “(It) was 
huge for downtown Buffalo and 
for the community of Western 
New York,” said developer Mark 
Croce, who has begun to invest 
the first of what will be many 
millions of dollars into saving 
the Statler Towers.  Sponsors 
are still trying to add up how 
many places were visited by the 
thousands of preservationists, 
both in the Buffalo-Niagara Re-
gion and in Southern Ontario.

Printed with permission.
SPA

Award applications available!

Applications for the Joanne 
Moyer Award for Historic Pres-
ervation (The Joanne) are now 
available.  Please contact us at 
info@spokanepreservation.org 
or 344-1065 to receive an appli-
cation.  The first award was giv-
en to Joanne at last year’s Gala 
and Auction.  The award honors 
individuals or organizations that 
have demonstrated dedication, 
perseverance and educational 
goals regarding historic preser-
vation in our area.  This year’s 
award will be presented at our 
next Gala on April 28, 2012.

The following text was prepared 
by the National Trust for Histor-
ic Preservation to promote the 
Spokane National Preservation 
Conference in 2012 at the Buf-
falo Conference this year.

Move beyond traditional bound-
aries at the National Preserva-
tion Conference in Spokane, 
Washington: 

October 31 - November 3, 2012.

Come to the Pacific Northwest 
to discover and explore preser-
vation’s role in cities, towns, and 
rural communities. Engage in vi-
tal conversations about how we 
can expand the role of preserva-
tion in revitalizing cities, combat-
ing sprawl, creating jobs, saving 
energy, preserving landscapes, 
and building community. Dis-
cover how we can work with tra-
ditional and new partners to in-

crease preservations’s relevance 
in modern communities and be-
come better advocates for the 
movement in our hometowns.

The National Preservation Con-
ference explores preservation’s 
boundaries like no other confer-
ence - we use the host city as a  
living laboratory in a multi-fac-
eted way with field trips, affin-
ity events, education sessions, 
and on-your-own activities that 
inform, teach, and connect you.

Rich in native cultures and a 
leader in sustainability, Spokane 
is Eastern Washington’s jewel 
that showcases urban, subur-
ban, and rural preservation chal-
lenges and solutions in one city.

Come to Spokane to bridge 
chasms, break tradition, and 
explore what going beyond 
boundaries can do to instill a 
preservation ethic in Americans 
of all ages, backgrounds, and 
outlooks. Watch for more de-
tails coming to www.Preserva-
tionNation.org/conference.

SPA
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The US Pavilion from the 1974 Expo in Spokane. Photo by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
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On Saturday, October 15th about 
twenty volunteers showed up 
for a Paint Prep project in the 
small town of Harrington, WA.  
Peeling paint was scraped and 
brushed away, readying the 
building for a new paint job.  
The building, a former Ford Au-
tomobile showroom, will enjoy a 
new life as a vintage car repair 
shop and showroom, primarily 
for classic Studebakers.
  
Harrington (population 424) 
has an amazing stock of historic 
buildings along its main street, 
Third Avenue.  The town was re-
cently designated as the State’s 
smallest CLG (Certified Local 
Government) in Historic Pres-
ervation.  The program enables 
property owners to access tax 
credits and statewide preserva-
tion support as they begin an 
ambitious program to reclaim 

several of their buildings.

After the project volunteers 
were treated to a delicious 
barbecue lunch by the build-
ings’s owner, Allen Barth.  Then 
the group toured the town’s 
handsome Victorian-era Opera 
House, under renovation, and 
The Hotel Lincoln, also being ex-
tensively renovated.

Article by Doing-It Committee 
Chair, Gary Lauerman.

SPA

SPA has been accepted by the 
National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation’s Statewide and Local 
Partners network, as a Local 
Partner!  What an honor!  This 
network is a coalition of over 
120 high-performing nonprofit 
preservation organizations from 

across the country who come 
together to share ideas, learn 
from each other and inspire in-
novative approaches to saving 
historic places. 

Created in 1993, the National 
Trust’s Statewide and Local 
Partners program helps emerg-
ing and established state and 
local nonprofit preservation or-
ganizations become more ef-
fective.  The program provides 
organizational development as-
sistance, grant support, special-
ized workshops and training, 
information resources and net-
working opportunities.  

Benefits of being a Partner with 
the National Trust include: 

-Two meetings of Statewide 
and Local Partners annually in 
fall and spring
-Annual Big Cities meeting
-Access to “Partners Only” web 
resources
-Access to Partners-L listserv
-Monthly Partners E-Update

Educational Opportunities
-Executive Director Orientation
-Better Boards and other se-
lected training workshops
-Priority for Preservation Lead-
ership Training
-Access to technical assistance 
and consultation with NT Staff
-Shared resources and model 
practices

Access to NT Programs and Re-
sources
-Eligibility for the Richard and 
Julia Moe Fund Grants
-Eligibility for the Peter H. Brink 
Leadership Fund grants
-Eligibility for other programs 
as available. Past programs have 
included Partners in the Field 
Challenge Grants, the State-
wide Advocacy Pilot Program 
and conference travel grants
-Grants that support peer men-
toring

HARRINGTON DOING-IT
P R O J E C T  A  S U C C E S S
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The Doing-It volunteers in Harrington pose for a group portrait. Photo by Gary Lauerman.
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-Special discounts and promo-
tions for Preservation Books
-Information on new programs 
and resources through the Part-
ners E-Update
-Advance information on Pres-
ervation Funds and other grants
-More opportunities for com-
munication with NT senior man-
agement
-Participation and influence in 
NT governance through the 
Partners seat on the NT Board 
of Trustees and other NT com-
mittees and task forces 
-And so much more!

We know that having access 
to other preservation organiza-
tions will make us stronger and 
more efficient.  We look forward 
to a long and fruitful relationship 
with the National Trust and the 
Statewide and Local Partners!

Article by Kathryn M. Burk-Hise, 
SPA Executive Coordinator.

SPA

The Sixth Annual SPA 
Gala & Auction 

Fundraiser

Saturday, April 28th, 5:30  

- 11:00 p.m.

Masonic Center downtown

If you would like to help 

with the planning of this 

fun event please contact 

Linda Milsow at 838-9186

or Sophie Dufrasnes at 

385-9964.

The historic Wakefield & Lucy 
Russell House is located on 
West First Avenue, a celebrated 
and popular street in Browne’s 
Addition.  Home to some of 
Spokane’s most powerful “mov-
ers and shakers,” the houses on 
West First Avenue were built in 
the late 1890s and early 1900s, 
and owned by well-known Spo-
kane pioneers, including Amasa 
B. Campbell (Campbell House), 
John Finch (Finch Mansion), W. J. 
C. Wakefield (Wakefield House), 
George Odell (Odell House), and 
Bernhard Loewenburg and E. W. 
Roberts (Loewenburg/Roberts 
Mansion).  

Epitomizing the huge success-
es and fantastic fortunes of lo-
cal lumber and railroad barons, 
mining moguls, entrepreneurs, 
bankers and businessmen, 
Browne’s Addition was one of 
the first “socially correct” sub-
urbs developed in Spokane, 
and was designated in 1978 
as a National Register Historic 
District.  In the late 1880s and 
early 1900s, wealthy men and 
women commissioned profes-
sional architects, builders, and 
home designers to erect multi-
storied homes in Browne’s Ad-
dition.  The houses were large 
and elegant, sometimes osten-
tatious and grandiose, and the 
grounds were sweeping and 
well-groomed, symbolizing the 
homeowner’s wealth and social 
position in the community.  At 
that time, Wakefield & Lucy Rus-
sell arrived in Spokane where 
Wakefield Russell became presi-
dent of the Washington Loan & 
Investment Company, a partner 
in Russell & Parker Manufactur-
ing (planing mill), and a suc-
cessful mining investor.  

In 1900, the Russells erected 
the Russell House, a large Tudor 
Revival-style home complete 
with front-facing gables, false 
half-timbering, tall multi-paned 
windows, a covered front porch, 
and a porte cochere (car port).  
The interior of the house retains 
many well-preserved original 
features, including an original 
oak front door, oak inglenook 
under the stairs, mottled ceram-
ic tiles, and honey-colored oak 
woodwork-floors-mantel-boxed 
ceiling beams in the recep-
tion hall and library, and formal 
classic-inspired white-painted 
Corinthian columns, colonettes, 
and over-mantel in the living 
room.  Unchanged for decades, 
the Russell House served as the 
Russell family’s residence for 
over 50 years until Wakefield’s 
death in 1938, and his wife, Lucy 
Russell’s, death in 1951.  Remem-
bered as a kindly man, Wake-
field Russell played Santa Claus 
to his family and neighborhood 
children on First Avenue.  With 
a high degree of architectural 
integrity, the Russell House was 
listed on the Spokane Register 
of Historic Places in 1998.  To-
day, Connie Wilmot is the owner 
of the property, and invites you 
to enjoy the tastes, sounds, and 
fragrances of the Holiday Sea-
son in her historic home on De-
cember 10.

The Russell House summary and 
historic register nomination was 
written by Linda Yeomans, an 
architectural historian and pres-
ervation consultant in Spokane.

SPA

t h e  r u s s e l l
h o u s e
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The Russell House. Photo by Linda Yeomans.



SPA has hosted our Annual 
Holiday Heritage Home Tour 
the first week of December for 
many years.  Snowy weather 
on many occasions has made it 
quite a challenge for tour goers 
and home owners.  Enter a new 
idea… SPA’s 2011 Annual Autumn 
Historic Home Tour in October!

Sure, the idea of change was 
scary, but the pros seemed to 
outweigh the cons… weather, 
weather, weather!  Spokane is 
so lovely in the fall, and October 
9th did us proud! The Logan/
Gonzaga neighborhood and its 
homeowners were also a delight 
and a shining example of why 
Spokane’s historic preservation 
community is so special. Hom-
eowners Karen and Doug Byrd, 
Colleen and Tom Fuchs, Sarah 
and Dennis Thompson, Joyce 
McCowen and Chuck Cleve-
land along with G.U.’s Mac Mc-
Candless were so gracious and 
totally won our hearts! We had 
four beautiful homes AND were 
fortunate enough to add the 
Bing Crosby House, the Bish-
op White Seminary and Saint 

and dedication will see to that!  

Many thanks go out to our won-
derful volunteers, homeowners, 
committee members and G.U. 
staff.  Without you, we couldn’t 
make this tour happen. We are 
a pretty amazing group, and the 
future success of our Autumn 
Historic Home Tour is in great 
hands – go tour! SPA

Thanks to OfficeTECH for their printing services and 
support of Spokane Preservation Advocates! 
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Aloysius Church all in celebra-
tion of Saint Al’s 100 Year Anni-
versary. And did I mention that 
Bing and Saint Al’s got us on 
KREM 2 News? Pretty snazzy!

The tour and its change to Octo-
ber did experience some difficul-
ty with less than anticipated turn 
out probably due to the change 
in date. The tour committee feels 
confident that with time and 
awareness the Autumn Historic 
Home Tour will be a great suc-
cess. Our SPA spirit, know-how

S P A  H O L I D A Y
H O M E  T O U R

SPA supporters tour an historic home in the Logan neighborhood. Photo by Linda Yeomans.
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A group of Doing-It volunteers pause for a photo, shot by Doug Pennell.


