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Dear Mayor Verner ‘

T - November 9, 2008

In concert with your proclamatlon 2008 Spokane’s Year of the Urban Forest”, Spokane
Preservation Advocates (SPA) also increased their emphasis for preservatlon, maintenance, and -
replacement 1n-kmd of large canopy street trees in Spokane’s hxstoncal nelghborhoods

To ensure that our advocacy efforts were based in facts, not just emotron, SPA contracted for a
small survey with Robinson Research Group to factually find out what Spokane residents thought
about their large street trees. As SPA is a historical preservation organization, we focused our

“August 12 and August 21 2008

The results from the survey show what we thought all along Spokamtes really like the1r large
street trees! In brief summary:

" - Three-in-four respondents (74%) preferred that the' c1ty replace canopy—formmg trees with trees e

- of the same variety.

" - Four-in-five (79%) felt that the City should make an exceptron to the parkmg stnp w1dth rule, o

which currently usually fOI'bldS the plantlng of large canopy street trees in certain narrow-s1zed

parking strips.

-Three-in-four (74%) thought that the C1ty should plant canopy-formmg trees when the Clty of
Spokane plants street trees :

AND

 -Survey respondents reglstered a preference of 4 39, that Spokane should contmue to preserve ‘, ‘

and replant its streets that are lined with large canopy trees. (On a ﬁve—pomt scale w1th five

, meanmg strongly agree and one meanmg strongly dlsagree )

We realize that there are percelved negatlves assocrated thh Iarge street trees but SPA thmks :
most of these issues can be minimized with greater cooperation between City departments and -
Spokane residents, pubhc education and with an increased revenue stream for municipal tree -

' preventatlve maintenance for the Urban Forestry Department. The importance of large canopy

 street trees is cited again and again in the Comprehensive Plan, ‘which also says, “The potenttal
problems caused by street trees should not be used to override their fundamental lmportance and ,

value.” SPA will continue to work this important advocacy issue to support our mission of - -
"preservmg Spokane s hlstonc buildings, nelghborhoods, landscapes and character

We would very much like to sit down with- you and discuss this survey and SPA’s future tree

advocacy plans SPA is very committed to, in a positive way, further the cause of large canopy'
‘street trees in Spokane. I can be reached a$.(5§9) 456-3237 or garylanerman@hotmail.com . -

ation Advocates

PO Box 785 « Spokane, WA 99210 (509) 344- 1065

- WWW. spokanepreservatlon org

survey on all the historical neighborhoods in Spokane — which is actually most of Spokane since -
most of the City was platted before the 1950°s, The 400-sample survey ‘was conducted between '



